Hospital Supply firm buying 

i 

1 90-acre tract, staying here 


Attributing its decision to 
“the instantaneous and gener¬ 
ous response” of Clarion-area 
businesses and people to the 
emergency which occurred last 
March when the Marianne plant 
; of Hospital! Supply & Develop¬ 
ment was razed by fire , Philip 
Morris, Inc., has announced 
completion of an agreement for 
lease-purchase of a much-larg¬ 
er tract in Shippenville and for 
indefinite continuation of hospi¬ 
tal 1 Supply operations there. 

At the same time ASR Med¬ 
ical Industries, the division of 
Philip Morris which operates 
Hospital Supply & Development, 
has announced the promotion 


of Mem S. Kemble, former 
Hospital Supply president, to 
become operations manager of 
ASR Medical! Industries with 
headquarters in Staunton Va. 

I Succeeding Mr. Kemble as 
resident manager of the Hospi¬ 
tal Supply & Development plant 
in Shippenville is Don Semple, 
a native of Bucks County in 
Pennsylvania, who was former¬ 
ly ASR plant engineer in Staun¬ 
ton. Mr. Semple has been af¬ 
filiated with the company since 
September of 1966 and, he has 
said, is “very, very happy” to 
be back in Pennsylvania. 

The Philip Morris decision to 
continue its subsidiary’s opera- 
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tiohs in the Clarion area was 
manifested in the announce¬ 
ment that Hospital Supply & 
Development had reached an j 
agreement with the Clarion In¬ 
dustrial 1 Promotion Corporation 
(CLIP); for the lease-purchase 
of a 90-acre tract which in- 
eludes the former boat-factory 
building which has been oc¬ 
cupied by the hospitahsupply 
firm since last MarcK The 90 
acres also includes options on 
Additional, adjacent pieces of 
land. The building is used for 
manufacturing operations, stor¬ 
age and office-space. 

The Philip Morris combine , 
acquired the Hospital Supply & 
Development Company last 
February; it was then housed 
in a relatively new plant, built* 
by CLIP, in the Marianne area. 
One month after it became a 
Philip Morris subsidiary the 
plant! was destroyed in a sud¬ 
den fire; Hospital Supply set 
up emergency offices and pro¬ 
duction-lines in the one-time 
boat factory at the edge of 
Shippenville, owned by Wilson 
Amsler and Scott Smathers and 
(Contin ued on Page Eig ht) 


Firm buying 90 acres 

(Continued from Page One) I 
leased by them to Knox Glass, 

Inc., for a storage warehouse. 

The stored glass containers' 
were hurriedly warehoused else¬ 
where, the hospital-supply firm 
moved into the 30,000 square- 
foot building and was back in 
partial! production in a v e r y 


short time. 


! In a statement accompanying 
the lease-purchase agreement 
with CLIP, R. D. Robertson; 

o 

o 

?0 

operations vice president of 

ASR, said: “The decision to 


continue operating in the Clar¬ 

o 

ion area was reached in large 


measure because of the instan¬ 


taneous and generous response 


of a great many businessmen 
and individuals in the commun¬ 
ity. The community’s rally to 
our aid gave us an immediate 
indication that this is the sort 

05 


of place where business can 
operate to the mutual 'advant¬ 
age of all parties concerned. 
We’re extremely pleased now 
that we are ablp to remain on 
the present property indefim 
illy.” * 

Although no definite nor im¬ 
mediate plans for expansion of 
the Shippenville plant have 
been announced, the P h i 1 i p 
Morris announcement said, it 
is anticipated that additional 
space will be needed in the 
near future. The inclusion of 
the large' adjacent tracts in the 
lease-purchase agreement is 
regarded as a strong indication 
that the present Hospital Sup¬ 
ply & Development plant will 
be improved and enlarged soo©; 
a substantial increase in the 
firm’s employment and pay¬ 
roll is hoped for. 

The Shippenville plant mn ^ T. 
1 ufactures disposable surgieah 
trays and kits; it operates 
a unit of ASR Medical Indust** 
ries which is, in turn, a divEV 
s sion of Philip Morris, Inc. ASft^ 

* Medical Industries is a leading 
/ manufacturer of disposable pfr 
f ducts, including surgical bla(£jj£ 

and sutures. ***** 

* Discussing his; new assipET 
1 ment as ASR’s operations mart** 

ager, Mr. Kemble indicated that 
the transfer of his home ahtr 
family from Clarion, is not im¬ 
mediate, since he will bej^, 
the Shippenville plant approxi/ 
mately one week out of each 
month. ~ ~ 

Mr. Kemble said t *T want to 
-thank allithe people of this area Z 
for the help they have shown * 
our company, and for their* 
friendliness toward me and nty - 
family. We are gjad that our^ 
businesses located in this area,* 
and l am personally grateful 
for an opportunity to live ift 
Clarion and to be a part of this 
fine community.” 

Because of Mr. Kemble’s 
close ties with the Shippenville 
operation and with the Clarion 
community, this promotion to 
greater responsibilities in the 
ASR organization, and his clos¬ 
er future contacts with the top 
management of that Philip Mor¬ 
ris division, it is felt locally 
that even doser liaison with 
the division’s headquarters in 
Staunton, Va v will bp achieved 
and that the Shippenville oper- V 
ation will benefit as a result. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/tgjk0000 



